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U.S Bombing of Afghanistan
Why in news?
\n\n

United States dropped one of the largest non-nuclear devices ever unleashed in
combat over Afghanistan, killing 90 suspected Islamic State militants.

\n\n
What is the reason for the attack?

\n\n

\n

« The bomb was dropped in the Achin district of the eastern province that
borders Pakistan.
\n

« The strike was part of a joint operation by Afghan and international troops.
\n

« [t targeted a network of caves, tunnels and ammunition caches.
\n

« The deaths have not been independently verified, but the Afghan Defence
Ministry said no civilians were harmed in it.
\n

 The strike came as U.S. President dispatches his first high-level delegation to
Kabul to decide the future of nearly 9,000 American troops stationed in
Afghanistan.

\n

\n\n
What is the significance of the bomb?

\n\n
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\n\n

\n

« The 9,797-kg GBU-43 bomb or Massive Ordnance Air Blast Weapon (MOAB)
was dropped from an MC-130 aircraft.
\n

« It unleashes 11 tons of explosives.
\n

« The device, also known as the “mother of all bombs,” is a GPS-guided
ammunition that had never before been used in combat before.
\n

» The bomb's destructive power, equivalent to 11 tonnes of TNT.
\n

« Atomic bombs dropped on Japan at the end of World War II had blasts
equivalent to between 15,000 and 20,000 tonnes of TNT.
\n

« The Israel-manufactured SPICE (smart precise impact and cost effective)
bomb is the biggest conventional bomb that can be delivered by the Indian
Air Force via Mirage 2000 fighters.

\n

\n\n



U.S. drops “mother of all bombs” on IS

The U.S. military has dropped America’s most powerful non-nuclear
bomb on so-called Islamic State targets in Afghanistan.
It is the first time this type of weapon has been used in battle

GBU-43/B Massive Ordnance Air Blast Bomb (MOAB)

Weight: 9,800kg, Payload: 8,452kg of high-explosive KMU-593/B
length: 9.45m Tritonal — mixture of TNT (80%) and guidance section
aluminium powder (20%)

1. Delivery: Pallet deployed from
rear cargo door of MC-130H or C-17
aircraft. Bomb is dropped from

. - high altitude — out of range of ground fire,
(f 4 satellite guidance ensures accuracy
2. Delivery pallet and bomb separate.
e @ @ Stabilisers deploy to direct bomb

3. Detonation: Aluminium powder accelerates
maximum explosive pressure and makes it
18% more powerful than TNT alone

Extraction
parachute

5. Burning of oxygen creates

partial vacuum — air sucked in
at ground level, smoke driven
up into mushroom cloud
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4. Thermobaric
explosion: Cloud
ignites, creating
fireball 1km

in diameter

Shockwave: Blast
pressure of 73kg/cm? —
close to that of tactical
nuclear weapon

Sources: CNN, IHS Janes 360, Federation of American Scientists

\n\n
What was the reaction?

\n\n

\n

« American lawmakers have applauded by saying that “it sends a clear
message” to terror groups in the region.
\n

« Former Afghan President Hamid Karzai and the Taliban condemned the use
of the bomb in Afghan soil.
\n

« The United States has steadily intensified its air campaign against Islamic
State and Taliban militants in Afghanistan.
\n

» The United Nations has raised concerns that the American air campaign is
swelling civilian casualties in Afghanistan.
\n

« Last year air strikes by the military coalition caused at least 127 civilian
deaths and 108 injuries, up from 103 deaths and 67 injuries in 2015, the U.N.



says.
\n

« U.S Air Force deployed nearly 500 weapons in the first three months of 2017.

\n

\n\n

\n\n

Source: The Hindu
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